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search of me. I was engaged that day to dine with ML
and Madame de Lauzun. To have broken my engage-
ment would have been to set the curiosity and the
malignity of M. de Lauzun at work. I dared not disap-
pear; therefore I gave orders to my coachman, and as
soon as I had dined I vanished. Nobody saw me get into
my chaise; and I quickly arrived at Paris, and immedi-
ately hastened to Maisons's with eagerness easy to im-
agine.

I found him alone with the Due de Noailles. At the
first glance I saw two dismayed men, who said to me in
an exhausted manner, but after a heated though short
preface, that the King had declared his two bastards, and
their male posterity to all eternity, real princes of the
blood, with full liberty to assume all their dignities,
honors, and rank, and capacity to succeed to the throne
in default of the others.

At this news, which I did not expect, and the secret of
which had hitherto been preserved without a particle of
it transpiring, my arms fell. I lowered my head and re-
mained profoundly silent, absorbed in my reflections.
They were soon disturbed by cries which aroused me.
These two men commenced pacing the chamber; stamped
with their feet; pushed and struck the furniture; raged
as though each wished to be louder than the other, and
made the house echo with their noise. I avow that so
much hubbub seemed suspicious to me on the part of two
men, one so sage and so measured, and to whom this rank
was of no consequence; the other always so tranquil, so
crafty, so master of himself. I knew not why this sudden
fury succeeded to such dejected oppression, and I was
not without suspicion that their passion was put on merely
to excite mine. If this was their design, it succeeded ill.
I remained in my chair, and coldly asked them what was
the matter. My tranquillity sharpened their fury. Never
in my life have I seen anything so surprising.

I asked them if they had gone mad, and if, instead of
this tempest, it would not be bettei- to reason, and see
whether something could not be done. They declared it
was precisely because nothing could be done against a